


RESIDENCE, 
ENERGIZED
A small-city Polytechnic innovates 
and elevates the student residence 
building typology
by kent mckay | photography: cooper & o’hara
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Post-secondary campus life is a cherished experience for 
students. Many travel across the province or country to attend their 
institution of choice; some even come from abroad. All of them 
need a place to live. It is hoped that these students will leave their 
alma mater with an address book full of connections, lifelong friends 
and formative adventures.
 
Yet the student residence is not a particularly beloved building type. 
Institutional in feel, traditional residences provide small segregated 
rooms to students, along with a handful of sterile common areas to 
meet basic social and functional needs. When former students look 
back at life “in res” with fondness, it’s despite the gloomy buildings 
they called home for years – not because of these spaces. Until now.
 
Vedran Škopac, lead designer and principal at Reimagine, saw a 
new possibility: that the student residence typology could be ele-
vated. So when Red Deer Polytechnic (RDP) approached the design 
firm with a need for a new building, it provided the perfect opportu-
nity to boldly reimagine the student residence: as a restful sanctuary, 
and a catalyst for social, emotional and mental well-being.

an opportunity emerges
Both Red Deer Polytechnic and Reimagine Architects were experi-
encing growth and change when they began collaborating. In fact, 
they went by different names at the time; Red Deer College and 
Manasc Isaac Architects, respectively. Both organizations were on 

The amount of social space in this 

residence has been expanded by 

factor of 10, and divided into seven 

distinct “stages,” spread between all 

five storeys of the residence.
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6 932
5 925
4 948
3 939
2 961
1 918

GFA 5,623 m2

Each “stage” represents a 

different portion of a student’s 

journey through their education.

re

illustrations: reimagine architects
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the verge of rebranding, new names representing bold futures; 
both parties were keen to make the new student residence 
emblematic of these ambitions.

RDP wanted their new residence to represent the innovative and 
leading-edge reputation they wished to cultivate.  Reimagine 
wanted to break new ground that would elevate the student 
residence building type and showcase its sustainable design chops.

It was a match made in green building heaven.

“My hope for anyone visiting is that they walk 
all the way up to the highest point. And just 
like Alice in Wonderland, wander around, 
discovering different things and being always 
engaged with the environment.”

proCess anD praCtiCe
At the project’s inception, the team agreed to use an Integrated 
Project Delivery (IPD) poly-party contract, one that required an 
unusually high level of collaboration in the design and construction 
of the residence.

The IPD method marries all members of the design and construc-
tion team, including the client, architects, engineers, contractors, 
framers, and suppliers. It requires, contractually speaking, all 
partners share the profi ts that result from savings from the budget 

– and they share the risk of overruns together, too.

The depth of the collaboration resonated with the client, who 
quickly understood that their role in an IPD process would be 
signifi cant than in a more typical design-build arrangement.

“Collaboration is exactly how the project was meant to unfold and 
it did,” says Trent Rix, Director, Ancillary and Sport Services at Red 
Deer Polytechnic. “I think what impressed me about the design 
and construction process most was always feeling involved in the 
decision making. When I’ve been involved in design-builds in the 
past, it feels like you have a bit of input at the beginning and you 
turn the project over and you don’t have the type of infl uence that 
we had on the fl y throughout the entire process.”

The design team sought input from faculty members, staff, and 
another critical stakeholder: students, who took a very hands-on 
role in shaping the design of the residence.

One exercise involved creating a life-size “show suite” of what a 
typical residence unit would look like, and encouraging students 

Creating single-loaded 

corridors and boosting social 

space gives the building an 

airy sense of connectedness.

re

 - Vedran Škopac 



49

Cr
ea

tin
g 

jo
yf

ul
 jo

ur
ne

ys
 t

ow
ar

d 
re

ge
ne

ra
tiv

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e

to walk through the suite, adding their comments to the unit and 
addressing ways in which it could better meet their needs.

“My favorite story of this building is really the show suite that we did, 
and having students go through with sticky notes, putting where 
they would put an outlet, or where they would put a door or a han-
dle, taking those suggestions back to the design team and actually 
bringing those to fruition” remembers Rix.  “Those absolutely 
impacted each of the elements of our suite. And to this day, we, we 
haven’t heard any comments like, oh, if we only had a plug there!”

“ My favorite story of this building is really the 
show suite that we did, and having students 
go through with sticky notes, putting where 
they would put an outlet, or where they 
would put a door or a handle.”

mentaL HeaLtH
While students were helping to shape the design of their future 
units,  the design team was reimagining the broader role that the 
residence could play in students’ lives. The boldest change pro-
posed: to increase the conventional amount of social space in the 
building by a factor of 10.

This generous amount of social space is divided into seven distinct 
“stages,” spread between all fi ve storeys of the residence. For 
Škopac, these common areas represent the soul of the project, 
designed to bolster the well-being and mental health of residents 
and facilitate community for the student body.

“The seven stages are scattered all around the building on the 
perimeter with different views, different ceiling heights, different 
shapes; and they symbolize seven stages in growth in a student’s 
life while they’re at Red Deer Polytechnic,” explains Škopac. “The 
fi rst one is the introductory one that invites students into the build-
ing, and gently introduces them to its internal life. And then natu-
rally going up, each one of the stages symbolizes different virtues, 
such as honesty or love or happiness. The last one on the top is the 
one with the tallest ceiling and looks the furthest into the distance. 
That one is dedicated to vision. And this is where the Polytechnic is 
letting go of students into real life.”

These beautiful community spaces didn’t increase the budget 
or the size of the project: instead, Škopac freed up space by 
eliminating traditional double-loaded corridors and negotiating 
standard unit sizes. Units are designed with hidden second beds, 
allowing the rooms to be smaller and the common space to be 
larger. This seemingly simple exchange radically shifts the feeling 
within the residence, adding natural light, views and a sense of 
connectedness. It feels as if all areas of the building open into an 
airy, friendly community, and this design encourages students to 
interact and engage with their neighbours, rather than silo students 
in isolated units.

“My hope for anyone visiting is that they walk all the way up to the 
highest point. And just like Alice in Wonderland, wander around, 
discovering different things and being always engaged with the 
environment,” says Škopac.

Students who had lived in the building validate the project team’s 
vision for a space that would improve student well-being.

Units are designed with hidden second beds, 

allowing the rooms to be smaller - freeing up 

space for more common areas.

re

3d typical unit: reimagine architects

- Trent Rix
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Article Number : 591.581.78

DOMSJÖ
Single bowl top mount sink, white

$289.00

Size
24 3/8x26 "

Assembly Pick-up and order
points

25-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Related Products

View all related products

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Related Products Product Information

DOMSJÖ
Single bowl top mount
sink
$289.00

Product dimensions
Width: 24 3/8 "
Depth: 26 "

Width: 62 cm
Depth: 66 cm

This product requires assembly

Documents
Downloads for this product:
Assembly instruction
Manuals

Key features
- 25-year Limited Warranty. Read about the

Good to know
LILLVIKEN strainer is included in the price,
but packaged separately.
Fits countertops with a minimum thickness
of 1½".
May be complemented with DOMSJÖ sink
bowl accessories for effective use of space
above the sink bowl.
May be completed with LILLVIKEN lid.

Care instructions
Wipe clean with a soft cloth dampened with
water and a mild dish detergent or soap, if
necessary.
Wipe dry with a clean cloth.

Product description
Single bowl apron front sink:
Ceramic, Colored glaze

Sink strainer with stopper:
Main parts: Polypropylene
Strainer/ Strainer basket: Stainless steel
Seals: Synthetic rubber

More Sinks

Go to Sinks

FAQ

IKEA Newsletter
IKEA Planning Tools
Find a Location

Log In
My Account
My Cart

2

View more images

Buy online Save to list
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2016-12-20, 2:38 PMElectrolux Urban 24-Inch Refrigerator with Bottom Mount Freezer in Stainless Steel | The Home Depot Canada

Page 1 of 6https://www.homedepot.ca/en/home/p.1000839455.html?eid=PS_GOOG…nces+-+Major_Major+Appliances&gclid=CPXG5vyig9ECFVS5wAodOCwOQQ

Electrolux
Model # EI11BF25QS | Store SKU # 1000839455 Sold online & in-store through special order

Urban 24-Inch
Refrigerator with Bottom
Mount Freezer in
Stainless Steel

* Delivery charges apply.

Need assistance purchasing an appliance? 
Call us at 1-888-493-3768

$1,188.00 / Each

Price and availability may vary by store, and
between online and in-store.
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Downloads
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Article Number : 091.407.08

HILLESJÖN
1 1/2 bowl dual mount sink, stainless steel

$179.00

Size
29 1/2x18 1/8 "

Assembly Pick-up and order
points

25-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Related Products

View all related products

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Related Products Product Information

HILLESJÖN
1 1/ 2 bowl dual
mount sink
$179.00

Product dimensions
Length: 29 1/2 "
Depth: 18 1/8 "

Length: 75.0 cm
Depth: 46.0 cm

This product requires assembly

Documents
Downloads for this product:
Assembly instruction
Manuals

Key features
- 25-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.

- Sink made of stainless steel, a hygienic,
strong and durable material that's easy to
keep clean.

Good to know
LILLVIKEN strainer is included in the price,
but packaged separately.
Can be glued.
May be completed with LILLVIKEN lid.
May be completed with GRUNDVATTNET sink
accessories for effective use of space on the
sink.

Care instructions
Wipe dry with a clean cloth.
Always wipe and rub the sink along the steel
grain when cleaning.
Wipe clean with a water dampened soft cloth
and a mild non-abrasive dish detergent or
soap, if necessary.
Do not use scouring-powder, steel wool,
hard or sharp tools which can scratch the
stainless steel surface.

Product description
1 1/2 bowl dual mount sink:
Main parts: Stainless steel
Foam: Polyurethane plastic

Sink strainer with stopper:
Main parts: Polypropylene
Strainer/ Strainer basket: Stainless steel
Seals: Synthetic rubber

More Sinks

Go to Sinks

FAQ

IKEA Newsletter
IKEA Planning Tools
Find a Location

Log In
My Account
My Cart

2

Buy online Save to list
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Assembly instruction

Downloads

Services

Article Number : 602.889.18

NUTID
Microwave oven, Stainless steel

$849.00

Pick-up and order
points

5-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Product Information

NUTID
Microwave oven
$849.00

Product dimensions
Min. width: 23 3/8 "
Max. width: 30 "
Depth: 21 1/4 "
Height: 18 "
Weight: 62 lb

Min. width: 59.5 cm
Max. width: 76.2 cm
Depth: 54.0 cm
Height: 45.7 cm
Weight: 28 kg

This product requires assembly

Documents
Downloads for this product:
Assembly instruction

Key features

Good to know
Capacity: 1.4 cu.ft.
Output power microwave: 900 W.
10 power levels.
Electronic timer.

More Microwave ovens

Go to Microwave ovens

FAQ

IKEA Newsletter
IKEA Planning Tools
Find a Location

Log In
My Account
My Cart

2

View more images

Buy online Save to list
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Article Number: 803.364.52

NUTID
Microwave oven with extractor fan

$349.00

5-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Check stock at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online. We apologize we do not offer in-store
pick up. Items purchased online will be delivered
directly to your home from one of our distribution
centers.

WARNING - Serious or fatal crashing injuries can
occur from furniture tip-over. To prevent this
furniture must be permanently fixed to the wall.
Secure it! Learn how to prevent furniture tip-
over accidents.

View the tip-over restraint assembly instructions for
chest of drawers

Product information

NUTID
Microwave oven with
extractor fan
$349.00

Product dimensions
Width: 29 7/8 "
Depth: 16 "
Height: 17 1/4 "
Weight: 57 lb

Width: 76.0 cm
Depth: 40.6 cm
Height: 43.8 cm
Weight: 25.85 kg

Key features
- 5-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.

- Combining a microwave oven and a fan in
a wall cabinet frees up space on the
countertop.

- With the Cook program, specific times and
cooking power have been preset for certain
foods, so you can easily select suitable

Good to know
Intergrated extractor fan with 3 different
speeds.
Microwave max. power: 900W.
10 power levels.
Rotating turntable dia. 12".
Electronic timer.
Child lock for increased safety in the kitchen.
Extraction rate in exhaust/ventilation mode:
300 CFM.
Noise level: low speed 2.3 sones, high speed
6.2 sones.
Capacity: 1.9 cu.ft.
Voltage: 120V.

More Microwave ovens

Go to Microwave ovens

FAQ

Log In or Sign Up
My shopping cart
My shopping list

Join IKEA FAMILY
Join our email list
Información en español

View more images

Buy online Save to list
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Home / Bedroom / Wardrobes

0LikeLike ShareShare

Soft closing device Similar products

Show all  (39 more)

1

Sorry, this product is not currently available for sale on
our website, check if it's available in your local store.

+

Choose

Assembly instruction & manuals

Downloads

Services

Article Number : 391.283.09

PAX
Wardrobe, white, Färvik white glass

$680.00
The price reflects selected options

Size
150x66x201 cm

Soft closing device
-

Pick-up and order
points

Customize this combination

10-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Sold separately

Additional interior accessories that help you organize
inside your wardrobe are sold separately.

View all related products

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Related Products Product Information

PAX
Wardrobe
$680.00

Product dimensions
Width: 59 "
Depth: 26 "
Height: 79 1/4 "

Width: 150.0 cm
Depth: 66.0 cm
Height: 201.2 cm

Sold separately
Additional interior accessories that help you
organize inside your wardrobe are sold
separately.

Good to know
Min. ceiling height required: 80¾".
Two people are needed to assemble this
furniture.
This furniture must be secured to the wall
with the enclosed wall anchoring device.
Different wall materials require different
types of fasteners. Use fasteners suitable for
the walls in your home.

More PAX system

Go to PAX system

More Wardrobes
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Find a Location

Log In
My Account
My Cart
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Tandem - Horizontal Opening with Leg and Desk
Mechanism
Leg and desk auto-deploy automatically

Product number : WEBKIT1213194
Included in this webkit

Tandem Desk Support Mechanism
Product number: XULT39FBSD2
Packaging format: Per unit

Tandem Right Mechanism
Product number: XULT39FBSD3
Packaging format: Per unit

Tandem Metal base
Product number: XULT39FBSD1
Packaging format: Per unit

Tandem Left Mechanism
Product number: XULT39FBSD4
Packaging format: Per unit

Tandem is the latest multifunctional solution of transformable furniture.
Reinvent space with this twin-size wall bed with integrated desk. It's the ideal space saver for
small rooms.

Internal dimension required (width): 1996 mm
Cabinet Panel Thickness: 19 mm
Mattress Thickness: 180 mm
Clearance between the shelf and the underside of the bed is 16 cm

Configuration Desk Surface and Concealed Leg
Opening Horizontal
Bed Size Single (39'' x 75'')
Dynamic Load Rating 50 kg
Static Load Rating 600 kg
Designer G.Manzoni
Required interior dimension - Length 1 996 mm
Minimum Internal Dimension - Depth 300 mm
Finish Matte Nickel
Material Steel
Our Divisions Richelieu
Packaging format Per unit

Printed on: 2016-12-20
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Frame color Similar products

Show all  (3 more)

1

+

Choose

Assembly instruction & manuals

Downloads

Services

Article Number : 790.341.15

Cabinet number: SE B2D

SEKTION
Base cabinet with shelves/2 doors, white,
Ringhult white

$231.00
The price reflects selected options

Frame color
white

Front
Ringhult high gloss white

Size
30x24x30 "

Assembly Pick-up and order
points

Sturdy frame construction, ¾" thick. You
can customize spacing as needed, because
the shelves are adjustable.
Everything about this product

Complete the product

Legs and plinth are sold separately.

View all related products

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Related Products Product Information

SEKTION
Base cabinet with
shelves/ 2 doors
$231.00

Product dimensions
Width: 30 "
System, depth: 24 "
Depth: 24 3/4 "
Frame, height: 30 "

Width: 76.2 cm

Sold separately
Legs and plinth are sold separately.

Good to know
Different wall materials require different
types of fasteners. Use fasteners suitable for
the walls in your home.
The hinge is adjustable in height, depth and
width.
Requires a knob or a handle

Care instructions
Wipe clean with a damp cloth. Use only

More SEKTION system

Go to SEKTION system
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Assembly instruction & manuals
Downloads

Services

Article Number : 891.581.72

VATTUDALEN
Single bowl top mount sink, stainless steel

$99.00

Size
27 1/8x18 1/2 "

Assembly Pick-up and order
points

25-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Related Products

View all related products

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Related Products Product Information

VATTUDALEN
Single bowl top mount
sink
$99.00

Product dimensions
Width: 27 1/8 "
Depth: 18 1/2 "

Width: 69 cm
Depth: 47 cm

This product requires assembly

Documents
Downloads for this product:
Assembly instruction
Manuals

Key features

Good to know
LILLVIKEN strainer is included in the price,
but packaged separately.
Can be glued.
May be completed with LILLVIKEN lid.
May be completed with GRUNDVATTNET sink
accessories for effective use of space on the
sink.

Care instructions
Wipe dry with a clean cloth.
Always wipe and rub the sink along the steel
grain when cleaning.
Wipe clean with a water dampened soft cloth
and a mild non-abrasive dish detergent or
soap, if necessary.
Do not use scouring-powder, steel wool,
hard or sharp tools which can scratch the
stainless steel surface.

Product description
Single bowl top mount sink:
Main parts: Stainless steel
Foam: Polyurethane plastic

Sink strainer with stopper:

More Sinks

Go to Sinks

FAQ

IKEA Newsletter
IKEA Planning Tools
Find a Location

Log In
My Account
My Cart
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View more images
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Sorry, this product is not currently available for sale on
our website, check if it's available in your local store.

+

Choose

Assembly instruction & manuals
Downloads

Services

Article Number : 691.579.08

NORRSJÖN
Inset sink, 1 bowl, stainless steel

$254.00

Size
21 1/8x17 1/4 "

Assembly Pick-up and order
points

25-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Related Products

View all related products

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Related Products Product Information

NORRSJÖN
Inset sink, 1 bowl
$254.00

Product dimensions
Length: 21 1/8 "
Depth: 17 1/4 "

Length: 54 cm
Depth: 43.8 cm

This product requires assembly

Documents
Downloads for this product:
Assembly instruction
Manuals

Good to know
LILLVIKEN strainer is included in the price,
but packaged separately.
LILLVIKEN lid is included in the price, but
packaged separately.
Can be glued.
May be completed with NORRSJÖN sink
accessories for effective use of space on the
sink.

Care instructions
Single bowl dual mount sink:
Wipe dry with a clean cloth.

Lid:
Wipe dry with a clean cloth.

Single bowl dual mount sink:
Always wipe and rub the sink along the steel
grain when cleaning.

Lid:
Wipe clean with a water dampened soft cloth
and a mild non-abrasive dish detergent or
soap, if necessary.

More Sinks

Go to Sinks
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Assembly instruction

Downloads

Services

Article Number : 602.889.18

NUTID
Microwave oven, Stainless steel

$849.00

Pick-up and order
points

5-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Product Information

NUTID
Microwave oven
$849.00

Product dimensions
Min. width: 23 3/8 "
Max. width: 30 "
Depth: 21 1/4 "
Height: 18 "
Weight: 62 lb

Min. width: 59.5 cm
Max. width: 76.2 cm
Depth: 54.0 cm
Height: 45.7 cm
Weight: 28 kg

This product requires assembly

Documents
Downloads for this product:
Assembly instruction

Key features

Good to know
Capacity: 1.4 cu.ft.
Output power microwave: 900 W.
10 power levels.
Electronic timer.

More Microwave ovens

Go to Microwave ovens

FAQ

IKEA Newsletter
IKEA Planning Tools
Find a Location

Log In
My Account
My Cart

2

View more images

Buy online Save to list

Ok

Search...

 Long Live the Home.

Click to zoom

2016-12-20, 6:25 PMNUTID Microwave oven with extractor fan - IKEA

Page 1 of 2http://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/products/80336452/

Offers New IDEAS Living room Bedroom Bath Kitchens Dining Textiles Business Baby & Kids Back to college Holiday All Departments

Home / IKEA Kitchens / Microwave ovens / Microwave ovens

Share 0 0LikeLike ShareShare

1

Choose

Article Number: 803.364.52

NUTID
Microwave oven with extractor fan

$349.00

5-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Check stock at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online. We apologize we do not offer in-store
pick up. Items purchased online will be delivered
directly to your home from one of our distribution
centers.

WARNING - Serious or fatal crashing injuries can
occur from furniture tip-over. To prevent this
furniture must be permanently fixed to the wall.
Secure it! Learn how to prevent furniture tip-
over accidents.

View the tip-over restraint assembly instructions for
chest of drawers

Product information

NUTID
Microwave oven with
extractor fan
$349.00

Product dimensions
Width: 29 7/8 "
Depth: 16 "
Height: 17 1/4 "
Weight: 57 lb

Width: 76.0 cm
Depth: 40.6 cm
Height: 43.8 cm
Weight: 25.85 kg

Key features
- 5-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.

- Combining a microwave oven and a fan in
a wall cabinet frees up space on the
countertop.

- With the Cook program, specific times and
cooking power have been preset for certain
foods, so you can easily select suitable

Good to know
Intergrated extractor fan with 3 different
speeds.
Microwave max. power: 900W.
10 power levels.
Rotating turntable dia. 12".
Electronic timer.
Child lock for increased safety in the kitchen.
Extraction rate in exhaust/ventilation mode:
300 CFM.
Noise level: low speed 2.3 sones, high speed
6.2 sones.
Capacity: 1.9 cu.ft.
Voltage: 120V.

More Microwave ovens

Go to Microwave ovens
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Soft closing device Similar products

Show all  (39 more)

1

Sorry, this product is not currently available for sale on
our website, check if it's available in your local store.

+

Choose

Assembly instruction & manuals

Downloads

Services

Article Number : 391.283.09

PAX
Wardrobe, white, Färvik white glass

$680.00
The price reflects selected options

Size
150x66x201 cm

Soft closing device
-

Pick-up and order
points

Customize this combination

10-year Limited Warranty. Read about the
terms in the Limited Warranty brochure.
Everything about this product

Sold separately

Additional interior accessories that help you organize
inside your wardrobe are sold separately.

View all related products

Check stock availability at your local store

Store selection may vary and prices may differ from
those online

Related Products Product Information

PAX
Wardrobe
$680.00

Product dimensions
Width: 59 "
Depth: 26 "
Height: 79 1/4 "

Width: 150.0 cm
Depth: 66.0 cm
Height: 201.2 cm

Sold separately
Additional interior accessories that help you
organize inside your wardrobe are sold
separately.

Good to know
Min. ceiling height required: 80¾".
Two people are needed to assemble this
furniture.
This furniture must be secured to the wall
with the enclosed wall anchoring device.
Different wall materials require different
types of fasteners. Use fasteners suitable for
the walls in your home.

More PAX system

Go to PAX system

More Wardrobes
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The exterior is clad in PV panels 

on the east, south and west faces. 

This generates about 45% of the 

building’s energy requirements.

re

50

Re
im

ag
in

e



51

Cr
ea

tin
g 

jo
yf

ul
 jo

ur
ne

ys
 t

ow
ar

d 
re

ge
ne

ra
tiv

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

eawards
•  WooD Design & BuiLDing 

magaZine, CanaDian WooD 
CounCiL aWarD, 2019

•  CanaDian WooD CounCiL WooD 
WorKs! prairie WooD Design 
aWarD, inDustry aWarD oF 
eXCeLLenCe, 2020

• CLean50 top proJeCt, 2021

•  saBmag, CanaDian green 
BuiLDing aWarD - Best 
resiDentiaL (Large), 2022

•  uia 2030 aWarD (internationaL 
union oF arCHiteCts anD 
un-HaBitat), open Category, 
sHortListeD, 2022
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“When I’m in the residence, I feel super positive and since every-
thing is open and bright, if you’re having a bad day, you can just 
go into one of rooms that has so many windows and admire the 
nature and just, be good,” said former resident Abby, noting that 
the residence helped her navigate a challenging time in her life. “I 
just hope that a lot more people can enjoy this residence because 
it’s brought a lot of happiness into my life, personally. I’ve had some 
pretty dark things happen this year and living here has been a 
breath of fresh air.”

sustainaBiLity 
The new residence isn’t only healthy for students; it’s healthy for the 
planet, too. Reimagine drew upon its nearly 25 years of sustainable 
design experience to deliver a project that aligned with Red Deer 
Polytechnic’s vision to become a net-zero campus by 2040. The 
design team chose a wood structure with a high-performance 
building envelope, to maximize comfort and thermal performance. 
According to Škopac, wood was far and away the most sustainable 
choice.
 

“Wood is the only really renewable material,” he explains. “This 
wood is all locally harvested and milled. So the transportation cost 
was reduced, local economies were supported and the embodied 
carbon of wood is much lesser than in steel or concrete.”
 
The façade of the residence is clad in photovoltaic panels on the 
east, south and west faces – this generates about 45% of the build-
ing’s energy requirements. This visible commitment to reducing the 
footprint of the building is noticed by passers-by and resonated 
with the students who call the residence home.
 

“I do really like the solar panels,” says Hailie, a former student resident. “I 
think that’s one of the biggest things, as soon as [I’m] even ordering food 
here, I’m always like, it’s the building with all the solar panels on it.”
 
 
All of the innovation, hard work and tightly integrated planning has 
paid off for the entire stakeholder team: not only has the residence 
gotten rave reviews from former students, but there is greater 
demand than supply.
 

“It’s been that way since day one,” says Tim Siemens, Manager, 
Conference and Accommodation Service, Ancillary and Sport 
Services at Red Deer Polytechnic. “We have a wait list.”
 
The bold new residence has won accolades from across the country, 
and even the globe: it was the only North American project to be 
shortlisted for the prestigious UIA-2030 award, coordinated by the 
International Union of Architects and UN-HABITAT.
 
Awards aside, for the project team, the real satisfaction is seeing the 
residence bring joy to those who use it. Siemens still loves touring 
guests through the residence.
 

“It has a sense of wonder that I think people aren’t ready for when 
they get here,” he explains. “And when they walk in, they’re here 
for hours just looking around and then asking more questions and 
then coming back. It’s built a lot of buzz and people are experienc-
ing the magic just the way we wanted them to.”re

The stages feature different views, 

different ceiling heights, different shapes; 

and they symbolize seven stages in 

growth in a student’s life while they’re at 

Red Deer Polytechnic.
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